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recollected himself. The enema had returned without faces; the vomiting had 
ceased; and he complained of no pain. I thought that he would not live the 
night through, and left him. At 4 A. M. I was called to see him breathe liis 
last, which he did about ten minutes after my arrival: he was quite insensible 
at the time. 

“ Sedio Cadaver is. —Twenty-nine hours after death, Mr. Vincent and myself 
examined the body in the presence of Dr. Roberts and Mr. Ware. 

“ On opening the abdomen, no appearance of inflammation was visible upon 
the peritoneum. The rupture was found to be formed of one of the appendices 
cpiploicx of the descending colon, which was quite loose in the sac; there was 
not the slightest stricture or even discoloration of the protruded part. Two or 
three of the inguinal glands in the neighbourhood were very much enlarged 
and diseased, probably from the pressure of the truss upon them. A few inches 
below the hernia there appeared some inflammation, which, on opening the in¬ 
testine, ivas found to pervade the whole mucous membrane, down to the sig¬ 
moid flexure, where a very large ulcer existed, and which had entirely destroy¬ 
ed the structure of the surrounding parts: this appeared to have been the cause 
of the pain when pressed on below the navel, although he did not complain 
except on pressure. The small intestines were healthy. On opening the «/o- 
mach it was found inflamed on Us whole surface , and several dark patches were 
visible, and had the appearance of the effects of chronic inflammation, and 
which doubtless was the cause of the constant irritation and vomiting. The 
liver was healthy, but the gall-bladder contained a great quantity of calculi, 
(about sixty in number,) of various sizes and shapes, and of a very dark colour.’* 


MIDWIFERY. 

75. Caesarian Operation. —Dr. J. N. Enoelthux of Amsterdam, has given an 
account* of a female upon whom lie performed the Cxsarian section in two suc¬ 
cessive labours. The first operation was completely successful; the child, a fine 
boy being delivered alive and the mother recovering perfectly in a few weeks, 
so as to resume her occupation as a washer-woman. This was in June 1824. 
In October of the following year, she found herself again pregnant, and on the 
10th of July ensuing, Dr. Engcltrum again performed the Czsarian section. 
Rather more blood was lost this time than before, though the quantity was by 
no means remarkable. A living female infant was removed from the womb, 
and the wound of the abdomen closed with stitches. She only survived till the 
evening after the operation; the child lived eight weeks. The death of the pa¬ 
tient was attributed by Dr. E. to an entire atony of the womb, which did not 
contract in the least after the operation, leaving the wound through it quite 
open. On the first occasion the womb contracted immediately and firmly. The 
conjugate diameter of the pelvis was two and a half (Rhenish) inches. 

J. D. G. 

76. Cxsarian Operation. —Dr.Buscn relates in Gemeins. Deutsche Zeitschrift fur 
Geburtskundc , Pol. 111. No. 2, 1828, the case of a woman aged forty-seven, in 
whom he performed this operation—the patient died. 

Two cases are also related in the report of the Obstetric Clinic at Paris, for 
1827-8, in which this operation was resorted to by Professor Lovati. The 
operation was fatal in both instances to the mothers. 

77. Expulsion of the Placenta four Months after Delivery .—A woman was de¬ 
livered in January of a dead child, in which putrefaction had commenced in dif- 

• In M NieuveVerhandclingcn van hec Genooucliap ter Bevonlerinij tier Hcilktimle te Amster¬ 
dam.” 
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ferent parts of the body. The midwife made many useless efforts to extract the 
placenta: she pulled so hard, indeed, by the funis as to break it off*. The pla- 
centa still remained in the uterus. The cervix uteri closed, and neither uterine 
pains nor any discharge indicated the probability of the expulsion of the after¬ 
birth. The woman enjoyed a perfect state of health till the following May; 
slight pains and a sanguineous discharge then appeared. These symptoms lasted 
but a short time, and again returned. They were now more severe, and were 
followed by the expulsion of the placenta, the presence of which in the uterus, 
during so long a period, had been productive of no inconvenience.— Gcrnein. 
Deutsche Zeitschr.fiir Geburtskunde. 

78. Case of Twins. By M. Rtax, M. D.~In the year 1827, we were 
called to a case in which one child was bom on Monday, and a second on the 
following Friday. There was no hxmorrhage or untoward symptoms during 
the interval; the placenta were united; the infants were born alive, but died in 
a week: the parturition was natural. A medical friend has assured us that he 
attended the wife of a soldier who had travelled by the stage-coach thirty 
miles three days after delivery, and on her arrival at the end of her journey shy 
complained of swelling of the abdomen, which, on examination, was found to 
be a second infant. The labour was natural, and she suffered no inconvcaicnce 
during her journey.— London Medical and Surgical Journal, July , 1829. 

79. Pregnancy with Cancer of the Cervix Uteri.— Dr.LAunnEis, a practitioner 
in Bavaria, has related two cases of this nature: the first proves that conception 
may take place, if the full term of utero-gestation be completed, notwithstand¬ 
ing the presence of carcinoma of the neck of the uterus, provided it be not far 
advanced. In the second case, the scirrhus was far in the ulcerative stage be¬ 
fore impregnation took place, and the woman miscarried at the end of the third 
month, and died, by which an opportunity was affbred of examining the parts. 
—Journal fur Gehurtsliufe , idc. 


MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

SO. Poisoning by Acetate of Morphia.— Mr. G. a Brazilian by birth, student in 
medicine, in consequence of severe domestic trouble, conceived the idea of 
putting an end to his existence; for thi9 purpose he procured twenty-four 
grains of acetate of morphia dissolved in one ounce of distilled water. Provid¬ 
ed with this poison, be shut himself in his room, and drank the whole at six 
o’clock in the morning; six or seven minutes afterwards he began to feci its ef¬ 
fects, lost his recollection, and remained in this condition without help till four 
o’clock in the afternoon. The master of the house, astonished at not seeing the 
young man make his appearance, knocked at the door of his room; no answer 
being returned, he caused it to be opened, and found Mr. G. stretched upon 
the bed, labouring under frightful convulsions. MM. Orfila, Richard, and Ta- 
cheronwere successively sent for, and found the patient in so desperate a state 
that they requested thelandlord to inform the commissary of the quarter of 
the fact, not expecting Mr. G. to survive many hours. Nevertheless the most 
prompt succours were given: he was bled in the arm, and vinegar and water 
and a strong infusion of coffee were administered. To the great astonishment 
of the medical gentlemen these means were entirely successful and the patient 
is now convalescent.— La Clinique , 1829. 

81. Infanticide by Omission. —Can infanticide be committed on the body of a 
child that has never breathed 5 The April number, (1829,) of the Nouvelle Ilib- 
liolhequt Medicals, contains an important decision of one of the French tribii- 



